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Closing ceremony of the EAS Congress at the Iloilo Convention Center with 
NEM Secretary Eniesto M. PerMa 
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PEMSEA 

ILOILO MINISTERAL DECLARATION 
East Asian Region Moving As One to Secure 

Healthy Oceans, People and Economies 
— 

The 69Ministerial Forum 
Fast Asian Seas Congress 2010 

November 29,2016 

WE, the Representatives of eleven countries bordering on the Seas of East Asia have gathered in Iloilo 
City Philippines, on the 29th day of November 2018 to re-affirm our shared commitments for 
the sustainable development of the Seas of East Asia to reach mi.  shared vision for healthy 
oceans, people and economies of the region. On this auspicious occasion, as we together celebrate 
PEMSEffs twenty-five years, we reflect our satisfaction on the achievements that we have 
collectively realized and consider our joint future direction. 

WE RE-AFFIRM our shared commitments made in Putrajaya, Malaysia (2003) to work together 
towards the sustainable development of the region's coasts and oceant with a common platform 
under the Sustainable Development Strategy for the Seas of East Asia (SDS-SEA). 

WE REMAIN steadfast in our commitments under the Manila Declaration (2009) on strengthening 
the implementation oflntegrated Coastal Management for sustainable development and climate 
change adaptation; the Changwm Declaration (2012) on moving toward an occao-based blue 
economy; and the Da Nang Compact (2015) on aligning our strategies in the SDS-SEA with global 
goals and targets such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) tinder the United Nations' 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Aichi Biodiversity Targets under the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD), and the Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE the significant value and critical contribution &coastal and marine ecosystems 
goods and services to securing food and jobs; helping to eradicate poverty and building resilient 
coastal communities and blue economies in the East Asian region, Juxtaposed against these 
opportunities is the vulnerability of the region to climate change and other environmental 
threats such as marine-related disasters, destruction and loss of habitats and natural coastlines, 
biodiversity loss and degradation, overfishing and lack of food securitypollution from land and 
sea-based sources, and impairment of water quality, water supply and water security. 

WE NOTE the bold strides that we have collectively taken to transform PEMSEA from a mere program 
into a self-sustaining regional organization to work towards achieving our shared vision. 

WE FURTHER NOTE with pride and appreciation, PEMSERs pioneering work in the region to 
develop best practices in the design and implementation of the Integrated Coastal Management (1em) 

approach. PEMSEA is also at the forefront of developing lmowledge and capacity to build 
climate smart policies and enable ocean- based blue economies. 

WE BELIEVE that PEMSEA remains relevant and is well-positioned to continue performing its role as 
the regional platform tor encourage the development of common policies; building capacity and 
orchestrating essential collaborative and scaled up odious alongside Mart financing to deliver 
economic and social dividends as well as protect biodiversity and address shrirddng coastlines. 

WE BELIEVE FURTHER that because of its competence, pool of experts, and related body of 
information generated through its years of work on the ground, PEMSEA has established 
itself as the coastal and marine knowledge center that can support the region in the effective 
implementation of the SDS-SEA aligned with the UN SDGs and other international and regional 
commitments. 

WE ARE CONFIDENT that PEMSEA will continue to facilitate regional cooperation to respond 
to the challenges within the context of the rapidly changing social, political, economic 

and environmental landscapes and encourage the region to move towards a Blue Economy and Sustainable Development outs coasts and oceans. 
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OUR COMMITMENTS TO A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE 

L We will continue to work to achieve the remaining targets act under the Danang Compact by 2021, 
namely, 

25% ICM coverage oldie region's coastlines, and 
the adoption and implementation of ICM national laws and policies in all countries in the region. 

2 	We will regularly update the State of the Oceans and Coasts reports to highlight the contributions of 
coasts and oceans to economies. We further commit to establish environmental, social and economic 
indicators, where appropriate, to measure the development impact of initiatives on the state of the 
coasts, communities and economies. 

3. We recognize the importance of the PEMSEA Resource Facility as the coordinating mechanism for 
the implementation Pith° SDS-SEA. We committo support its operations through voluntary country 
contributions beyond 2019. 

4 We support PENESEA's efforts in identifying and developing blue economy investments at the 
national and local level. We welcome opportunities to work with our partner; both government and 
ton- government, to develop, finance and implement blue economy projects in lad sites as well as 
acthities set forth in the SDS-SEA Implementation Plan 2018-2022. 

We acknowledge the current strong momentum to tackle marine debris globally We commit to 
significantly reducing or preventing marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-based and 
sea-based activities, including marine litter and nutrient pollution. 

6 	We commit to implementing policiesandprop:ems for the sustainable management of coastal tourism 
destinations. If properly planned and managed, coastal tourism will benefit the environment, the 
people and the economy. Sustainable tourism planning not only considers social, environmental and 
economic impacts within the tourist area Of facility itself, but also the impacts on the host coastal 
community, including livelihoods, water and food security, solid waste disposal, water pollution and 
social and environmental factors. 

7, We realize the critical importance of regional collaboration in dealing with coastal and m rifle 
hazards such as storm surges and tsunamis We commit to working together to adopt innovative 
strategies to raise awareness and build regional capacity to monitor, forecast and provide timely 
early warnings to support safety of life and property at sea, coastal management and minimization of 
impact of such hazards. 

8. We recognize that we are all parties to the Paris Agreement and the IINFCCC and aware of the 
urgency and seriousness of the threat of climate change to the sustainable development of our 
countries and region; We commit to implement adaptation and mitigation strategies to respond to 
climate change. 

PARTNERSHIPS 

WE ARE AWAREMat achieving our goals will require the support of all stakeholders across sectors; 
We will continue our efforts to improve cooperation and engagement between PEMSEA and 
other countries, relevant international development organizations, local organizations, the 
private sector, financial institution and investors, nongovernment organizations, academic and 
research institutions, communities and grassroots, women and youth organizations. 

WEAGREE to step up the cooperation with regional organizations to achieve the targets under the SDS-
SEA; We recognize the opportunities for increased Imovitedge, efficiency gains and effectiveness 
when collectively addressing implementation challenges. 

WE ARE DETERMINED to continue working together as PEMSEA country partners to deliver our 
common objectives in line with the SDS-SEA and our regional and global commitments. We are 
convinced that through our collective actions, PEMSEA will lead to more effective solutions with 
positive impacts on coastal communities and ecosystems as evidenced in the next regional State 
of Oceans and Coasts report in 2022. 

CONCLUSION 

The biggest threat that we face in the region is ourselves, in the way we live our lives and the way 
we manage our resources. We therefore strongly urge everyone to shift towards a mindset of responsible 
stewardship, and pledge to take bold steps to protect, manage and restore our coasts and oceans for our 
present and future generations. PEMSEA Country Partners are ready to engage citizens in East Asia 
and peoples in other regions to work together to secure our shared vision of healthy oceans, people and 
economy. 

Adopted in Iloilo City, Philippines, this 29th day of November, 2018. 

IfSeasAsOne 
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Asian nations forge ocean pact 
By Kuhlin Cesne Cactda 

Eleven countries issued ajoint declaration 
reaffirming their commitment to the 
conservation and sustainable development 
of coastal and marine resources during the 
6th Ministerial Forum of the East Asian Seas 
Congress 2018 held in Iloilo City from 27 to 
30 November. 

Titled "East Asian Region Moving As One to 
Secure Healthy Oceans, People and Economies," 
the Iloilo Ministerial Declaration was adopted by 
environment ministers and heads of delegation. 

The Iloilo Declaration recognizes the 
significant value and critical contribution of 
coastal and marine ecosystems goods and 
services to securing food and jobs, helping to 
eradicate poverty and building resilient coastal 
communities and blue economies in East Asia. 

The countries that adopted the declaration 
were Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, 
Laos, North Korea, Singapore, South Korea, 
Timor-Leste, Vietnam and the Philippines. 

The signatories are all members of the 
Partnerships in Environmental Management  

for the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA) an 
intergovernmental organization advocating 
healthy and resilient seas and oceans, coasts, 
communities and economies across the region. 

In his statement, Environment and Natural 
Resources Secretary Roy Cimatu hailed the 
Iloilo Ministerial Declaration as "a reiteration 
and stronger call to action" among countries 
within the East Asian region. 

"The Seas of East Asia are the most 
biocliverse marine areas in the world, yet they 
face severe threats from climate change and 
densely populated coastal communities," Cimatu 
pointed out. 

DEER Secretary Roy Cimatu hailed 
the Iloilo Ministerial Declaration as 
"a reiteration and stronger call to 
action" among countries within the 
East Asian region. 

"The declaration, supported by the respective 
countries' plans of action, will ensure that 
partner countries will worktogether in addressing 
complex issues faced by this region, he added. 

To achieve these objectives, PEMSEA 
member nations acknowledged the need 
to protect coastal and marine ecosystems 
from the impacts of climate change and 
other threats, including marine-related 
disasters, destruction and loss of habitats 
and natural coastlines, bio diversity loss 
and degradation and overfishing and lack 
of food security. 

"We are confident that PEMSEA will 
continue to facilitate regional cooperation to 
respond to the challenges within the context of 
the rapidly changing social, political, economic 
and environmental landscapes and encourage 
the region to move towards a blue economy 
and sustainable development of its coasts and 
oceans," the declaration reads. 

The countries, through their representatives, 
also vowed to implement policies and programs 
for the sustainable management of coastal 
tourism destinations. 

They also recognized the critical al 
importance of regional collaboration in rr, 17a 
deabgwidwaastalandmarine hazards 
like storm surges and tsunamis. 	Tat' 
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Goitia, nagbigay ng bagong 
karangalan sa PRRC 

!SANG buwan makaraang 
magwagi ang Pastg River Re-
habilitation Commission ng 
2018 Asian Rivets* mula 
se International River Foun-
dation se Australia, muting 
nagblgay rig karengalan si 
PARC Executive Director 
Jose Antonio "Ka Pepeton" 
E. Golds nang =ging tap-
pagcallta sa 1st High Level 
Sustainable Blue Water Eno-
hoiny Cbrif stance se Nairo- 

bi, Kenya. 
Hinangaan sa buong mun-

do ang polircal w ni Pangulong 
Rodrigo Duterte as Mnawa ng 
PARC ne buhayin ang patay 
rang PaYgRivernaidneldarang 
ticAodcad 

 
that noong 1990s. 

Nagsalita Si Goftia n1ong 
Nobyembre 28-28 malsaraang 
kuntidahin rig Philippine Am-
bassador to Kenya Uriel Nor-
man Garlbay, Ministry of Fo-
don/Hien ng Kenya at ng Uni- 

red Nations Nang speaker at 
moderator sa kaunduneheng 
Sustainable Blue Water Econo-
my Conference. 

Hunangaangl3residente rig 
Kenya ne si HE. Uhuru Ken-
yatta at ang opts-vales ng Unfied 
Nations Developthent Program 
se issiniOnte ni Gs* na rehabk 
litasyan at epektibong reslord 
Son management ng PARC sa 
Pasig FtWer. 	, • 

'Our common. walk Ike  

to tank knbessador HE. Grisl 
Nonnan Ga1bay for the oppor-
tunity to present to the whole 
world the Philippine achieve-
ments in he field of Over and 
wade management trough the 
strong Dadership of our Presi-
ded Rodrigo Roa Otherte: sabl 
nl Gott 1Now more opportuni-
ties for foreign grants and assis-
tance am becoming a re* los 
PARC." 

Nabatld na humanga ang 
mga lider rig Africa at United 
Nalions liung paano nagawa rig 
PARC wig waMong- rehabill. 
tasyon sa Hog Casio.. 
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GOITIA NAGBIGAY NO BAGONG 
KARANGALAN SA PRRC 

[SANG bunan makara-
ang magwagi ang Pasig 
River 	Rehabilitation 
Commission (PRRC) ng 
2018 Asian Riverprize 
mule sa International 
River Foundation sa 
Australia, muting nag-
bigay ng karangalan si 
PRRC Executive Direc-
tor Jose Antonio "Ka 
Pepeton" E. Goitia nang 
maging tagapagsalita 
sa 1st High Level Sus-
tainable Blue Water 

Economy Conference sa 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

Hinangaan sa buong 
mundo ang political will 
ni Pangulong Rodrigo 
Duterte sa ginawa rig 
PRRC on buhayin ang 
patay nang Pasig River na 
idineklarang "biologicaly 
dead" noong 1990s. 

Nagsalita Si Goitia 
nitong Nobyembre 26-28 
makaraang kumbidahin 
ng Philippine Ambassa-
dor to Kenya Uriel Nor- 

man Garibay, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs ng Ken-
ya, at ng United Nations 
bilang Speaker at mod-
erator sa Icauna-unahang 
Sustainable Blue Water 
Economy Conference. 

Humanga ang Presi-
dente ng Kenya na si 
HE. Uhuru Kenyatta at 
ang opisyales ng United 

. Nations 	Development 
Program (UNDP) sa 
iminisinta ni Goitia na re-
habil itasyon at epelrtibong 

. restoration management 
ng PRRC sa Pasig River. 

"Our commission 
would like to thank Am-
bassador' HE. Uricl Nor-
man Garibay for the op-
portunity to present to the 
whole world the Philip-
pine achievements in the 
field of riven and waste 
management through the 
strong leadership of our 
President Rodrigo Roa 
Duterte," sabi ni Goitia. 
"Now more opportunities 
for foreign grants and as-
sistance are becoming a 
reality for PRRC." 

Nabatid in humanga 
ang mega lider ng Africa at 
United Nations kung paa-
no nagawa ng PRRC ang 
wastong rehabilitasyon sa 
nog Pasig sa ginanap na 
kauna-unahang summit 
sa Waste Management 
and Circular Economy 
na ginanap sa Kenyatta 

I  International Convention 
Centre sa Nairobi, Kenya. 
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IPINALILIWANAG Goitial kung (seam binuhay 
ng PRRC ang Pasig River. 

PARC NABIGYAN NC BAGONG 
KARANGALAN NI COMA 

 

 

ISANG buwan make-
rang magwagi ang Pasig 
River Rehabilitation Com-
mission (PRRC) rig 2018 
Asian Riverprize mum a se 
International River Foun-
dation sa Australia, muling 
nagbigay ng karangalan Si 
PRRC Executive 'Director 
Jose Antonio "Ka Pepe-
ton" P. CithSa nan masitis 
tagapagsalita sa 1st High  
Level Sustainable Blue Wa-
ter Economy Conference 
sa Nairobi, KenY • 

'Duane° s buong 
mundo ang political will m 
Pangulong Rodrig Duterte 
sa ginawa ng PRRC no by-
haym ang patay nang Pam 
River ita filineklarang "bio-
loMely dead" noong 1990s. 

Pagsalite si Goitia ni-
tong Nobyembre 26-28 
makaraang kumbidahin ng 
Philippine Ambassador to 
Ke ya Ural Norman Gan-
bay Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs rig Kenya, at ng 
United Nations Wang Spea-
ker at moderator se kauna-
unahang Sustainable Blue 
Water Economy Confe-
rence. 

Humana eng Presidente 

ng Konya na Si HE. Uhuru 
Kenyatta at ang opisyales 
ng United Nations Deve-
lopment Program (UNDP) 
sa 'ministate ni Goitia na 
rehabilitasyon at epekta 
bong restoration manage-
ment ng PRIIC sa Pang 
River. 

"Our commission would 
like to thank Ambassador 
HE. Uriel Norman Genbay 
for the opportunity to pre-
sent to th whol wo Id th 
Philippine achievements in 
the field of river and waste 
managemenS through the 
strong leadership of our 
President Rodiigo Roa Du-
terte," sabi as Goitia. "Now 
more oppormities for fo-
reign grants and asststance 
are becoming a reality For 
PRRC." 

Nabatid ms humanga wi 
mmi hider ng Africa at United 
Nations Wag paano nagawa 

PRRC ang wastong reha-
b litasyon sa Hog Pasig a 
g nanap an kauna-unahang 
summit a Waste Manage-
ment and Circular Economy 
n ginanap sa Kenyatta 
International Convention 
Centre an Nairobi, Kenya. 
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Coin° oughigay ag hog 
ISANG buwan makara-
ang magwagi ang Pasig 
River Rehabilitation Com-
mission (PRRC) ng 2018 
Asian Riverprize mum a sa 
International River Faun-

anon sa Australia, mu-
ling nagbigay ng kara-
ngala n si PRRC Execu-
tive Director Jose Anto- 
Ida 	Pepeton' E. Goitia 
nang maging tagapagsa-
lita sa 1st High Level Sus-
tainable Blue Water Eco-
nomy Conference sa Nai-
robi, Kenya. 

Hinangaan sa bueng 
mundo ang political will 
ni Pangulong Rodrigo 

oog !Gongola° so PRE 
Duterte sa ginawa ng 
PRRC na buhayin ang pa-
may nang Pasig River na 
idineldarang 'biologicaly 
ea noong 1990s. 

Nagsalita si Goitia mu-
tong Nobyembre 26-28 
makaraang kumbidahin 
ng Philippine Ambassa-
dor to Kenya Uriel Nor-
man Garibay, Minisny of 
Foreign Affairs ng Kenya, 
at ng United Nations bi-
lang speaker at modera-
tor sa kauna-unahang 
Sustainable Blue Water 
Economy Conference. 

blumanga ang Presi-
dente ng Kenya na si HE. 

Uhuru Kenyana at ang 
opisyales ng United Na-
tions Development Pro-
gram (IRSDP)sa iprinisin-
ta id Goitia na rehabilitas-
yon at epektibong resto-
ration management rig 
PRRC sa Pasig Riven 

Nabatid na human-
ga ang mga lider ng Af-
rica at UN kung puma 
nagawa ng PRRC ang 
wastong rehabilitasyon 
sa nog Pasig sa ginanap 
na kauna-unahang sum-
mit sa Waste Manage-
ment and Circular Eco-
nomy na ginanap sa Ken-
yarta International Con-
vention Centre sa Nairo-
bi, Kenya. 
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Coliform closes El Nido, Panglao resorts 
By Elmer N. Manuel 

Department of Tourism (DoT) Secretary 
Berna Romulo-Puyat over the weekend said 
a swimming ban had been imposed along 
some beaches in Panglao, Bohol and El 
Nido in Palawan because of "very high" 
levels of coliform. 

In an interview, Puyat said their water 
quality checks showed that Alone Beach 
in Panglao had registered a coliform count 
of 16,000 most probable number (mpn), 
while the Buena Suede Beach in El Nido 
had 1,300 mpn. 

She explained the normal water quality 
for beaches is 100 mpn, while swinuning 
pools usually have 400 mpn. 

"The mayor implemented the no 
swimming policy because it's not good 
for the health of the tourists," Puyat said, 
adding "even if one person will claim on 
social media that he/she got sick because 
of that, our entire tourism industry will 
be affected." 

Puyat, however, did not mention when 
the ban on swimming in the two popular 
beaches would be lifted but said the 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) is conducting water 
quality checks every 15 days. 

"El Nido and Panglao will not be entirely 
closed for rehabilitation since the islands 
have several beaches," Puyat clarified. 

"We already told the mayor to put up 

no swimming signages, I hope she listens. 
If they are too stubborn, the national 
government might be forced to implement 
a total closure" Puyat stressed. 

She explained the normal water 
quality for beaches is 100 mpn 
while swimming pools usually have 
400 mpn. 

To recall, the DENR conducted coliform 
tests in El Nido and Pangalo some few 
weeks ago prior to the dismantling of some 
establishments that failed to comply with 
environmental laws. 

For her part, El Nido Mayor Nieves 
Cabunalda-Rosento expressed confidence  

that water quality in her town is expected 
to improve within six months. 

"We already have the number of 
establishments about to be closed for 
dumping theirwaste water lin] the esteros" 
she said. 

The national government launched an 
environmental crackdown in El Nido after 
it rehabilitatdd famed beach destination 
Boracay from April to October. 

BoracaywasclosedtotouristsIbrsixmoriths 
after President Rodrigo Duterte doacnted its 
waters as "cesspools" because of sewage woes. 

Coron , Panglao, Siargao and 
Puerto Galera will all undergo similar 
environmental audit and clean-up in the 
coming weeks. 
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'Conform high in Panglao, El Nido beaches' 
"Very high" levels of coli-

form have been found at popu-
larresorts in Panglao in Bohol 
and in El Nido in Palawan, 
according to an inter-agency 
body tasked to monitor tour-
ist attractions and ensure their 
compliance with environmen-
tal laws. 

Tourism Secretary Berna-
dette Romulo-Puyat said in an 
interview that coliforrn count 
was 16,000 most probable 
number (mpn) at the Mona 
Beach in Panglao and 1,300 
mpn at the Buena Suerte Beach 
in El Nido. 

The coliform level found is 

much higher than the normal 
water quality of 100 mpn. 

The other members of the 
inter-agency group are Environ-
ment Secretary Roy Cimatu and 
Interior Secretary EduardaMio. 

Puyat said they have al-
ready informed concerned lo-
cal government officials about  

the problem. 
In a meeting with local 

officials last Tuesday, the in-
teragency body - along with 
socioeconomic chief Ernesto 
Pernia - gave assurance that 
concerned tourist attractions 
would only be rehabilitated 
and not closed. 

She said that they have 
already told the city mayor of 
Panglao "to start informing 
the establishments" about the 
easement laws. 

"The law says 20 meters, but 
the local government passed 
an ordinance last 2014, adding 
10 meters. So it's 30 meters. We 

hope that the current mayor 
will finally implement the 
easement/' Puyat said. 

She also said local officials 
in El Nido have ordered the 
closure of more than 22 estab-
lishments found not comply-
ing wi th environmental laws. 

-Roberizon Ramirez 



PAGE 	LOWER 

01 DEC  2013 
DATE 

n 
NNER EDITORIAL CARTOON 

STORY 	STORY 41- 
I  

UPPER 	PAGET 

Tourism dept 
shuts Panglao, 
El Nido beaches 
THE Department of Tourism (DoT) 
on Friday Named local chief execu-
tives or the "high levels" of coliform 
on beaches in Panglao, Bohol and El 
Nido, Palawan. 

Because of the risk of catching 
conform bacteria, Tourism Secretary 

Bernadette Romulo Puyat said, 
tourists and locals have been 

barred from swimming on Alona 
Beach and Buena &tette Beach. 

In a quality check by the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR), Panglao's 
Mona yielded a coliform count 
of 16,000 most probable number 
while Buena Suerte in El Nido had 

1,300 mpn. 
The DENR said normal water 

quality for beaches is 100 mpn, 
while swimming pools usually 

have 400 mpn. 
Registering above a 1,000-mpn 

level is risky 
Puyat said the presence of such 

bacteria indicates contamination 
caused by the negligence of local 
government officials in enforcing 

easement ordinances. 
"Local executives should have 

already enforced a no swimming' 
policy on the beaches because its 
not good for the health of the 
tourism" she told reporters in a 

text message. 

Manila Standard Department of Environment an Natural Resources 

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION INITIATIVES SERVICE 

In Panglao, Puyat said, environ-
mental laws and local ordinances 
provide that a total of 30 meters 
of easement should be imple-
mented, but it is only 20 meters 
in El Nido. 

Puyat said an easement of 
only 3 meters is being observed 
by tourism establishments along 
the beaches. 

"Local chiefs should start en-
forcing strict and stringent mea-
sures or else we would be forced 
to shut these beaches down for 
rehabilitation," she added. 

The Toudsm chief, however, as-
sired that the Panglao and El Nido 
beaches would not be entirely dosed 
for rehabilitation, unlike Boracay. 

The swimming ban on the 
two famed beaches would be 
lifted if they yielded a standard or 
lower coliform count as the DENR 
checks water quality every 15 days. 

In April, the government closed 
Boracay island to tourists for six 
months, to clean its waters that 
have become "cesspools." 

Puyat said the government 
has received complaints about 
the sour environmental state of 
several tburist spots, among them 
La LIMA, Baguio, Puerto Calera, 
Coron abd Siargao. 

"We have also started evaluat-
ing the situation in these places," 
she adckfti. 
NEIL JAYSON N. SERVALLOS 
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House addresses socialized 
housing program backlog 

By BEN R. ROSARIO 

bill proposing to convert idle 
government lands as social-
ized housing sites has been 

pproved on second reading 
in the House of Representatives. 

Getting unanimous approval dur-
ing a recent plenary session was 
House Bill No. 8553 or the "Idle 
Government-Owned Lands Dispos-
tion Act," a consolidated legislative 
proposal authored by Reps. Gus 
Tambunting (PDP-Laban, Parafiaque 
City), Rozzano Rufino Blazon (PDP-
Laban, Muntinlupa City), Eric Singson 
(PDP-Laban, threes Sur), Winston 
Castelo (PDP-Laban, Quezon City), 
and Alfredo "Albee" Benitez (PDP- 
Laban, Negros Occidental). 

Benitez, chairman of the House 
Committee on Housing and Urban De-
velopment, said third and final reading  

approval of the measure is expected 
before Congress goes on Christmas 
break this month. 	 ii 

Benitez said the measute seeks 
to ensure the availability of Sufficient 
land for socialized housing land ad-
dress the huge housing backlog being 
experienced in the country. 	• 

The senior administration law-
maker said the measure also proposes 
to improve the capability of local gov-
ernment units in undertaking urban 
development and housing programs. 

Castelo, chairman of the House 
Committee on Metro Manila Devel-
opment, has proposed that at least 10 
percent of unused government-owned 
lands be segregated for socialized 
housing projects. 

"Consistent with a rationalized 
land use plan, housing for the under-
privileged could be set aside from 
government-owned lands for home- 

less Filipinos," said Castelo. 
Tambunting, who filed HB 228, 

explained that the consolidatedmea-
sure directs the Housing and Urban 
Development Coordinating Council 
and Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources to conduct 
an inventory of all idle government-
owned lands. 

These lands may be considered 
idle if undeveloped and unused for any 
other purpose. 

According to Tambunting,the 
Department of the Interior and Local 
Government will conduct the inven-
tory of the unused land owned by local 
government units (LGUs). 

Once identified and reserved for 
socialized housing purposes, the 
National Housing Authority (NHA) 
and Land Management Bureau will 
identify which land are suitable for 
socialized housing. 



DESOLATE LANDSCAPE A seaside barangay in Palo, Leyte is let 
l'Yolanda' in 2013. —INQUIRER FILE PHOTO 
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No more 'business as usual': 
Climate change requires PH 

to walk the talk 
By Jhesset 0. Enano 
@JhessetEnanoINQ 

Nine years after Tropical Storm 
"Ondoy" (international name: 
Ketsana) dumped record-break-
ing rains on Metro Manila and 
nearby provinces, Minda Sonajo 
still has vivid memories of 
murky floodwaters engulfing 
her home in Marikina City. 

She remembered her panic 
at the sight of rapidly rising wa-
ter, made worse by the swollen 
Marikina River that was only a 
few blocks away. There was no 
time to flee. The water quickly 
reached the second floor of her 
three-story house, pushing her 
entire family to the topmost 
floor—and nowhere else to go. 

Sonajo prayed the water 
would not go any higher. 

It was unlike anything else 
I've ever seen," said the 33-year-
old mother, who has lived in 
Marikina City since 3987. 

The flood did not breach 
their refuge, but it trapped her 
family of six, along with several 
neighbors from low-lying houS-
es who scrambled to her home 
for safety. 

PH vulnerability 
"Since then, fear grips my 

heart every time there's heavy 
rain," Sonajo said. 

Hearty a decade since it 
struck in September 2009, On-
cloy remained a constant topic 
in conversations involving dis-
asters and has set into motion 
Climate talks across several sec- 

tors. Four years later, in Novem-
ber 2013, Supertyphoon "Yolan-
da" (international name: 
Haiyan) would further bare the 
Philippines' vulnerability to cli-
mate change, as over 6,000 peo-
ple died and at least 4 million 
were displaced. 

In the face of worsening cli-
mate-related risks, climate 
groups said the Philippines 
should continue to rise as a lead-
ing voice of vulnerable nations., 
particularly as itjoins other coun-
tries at the 24th Conference of the 
Parties (C0P24) to the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on 
Climate Change next week. 

Set in Katowice, Poland, the 
high-level meeting is expected to 
focus on crafting the guidelines 
for the implementation of the 
Paris Agreement, a landmark cli-
mate accord aimed at capping 
global temperature at 1.3 degrees 
Celsius above preindustrial levels. 

At the same time, the Philip-
pine government must also 
walk the talk in urgently ad-
dressing climate-related issues 
at home, according to civil soci-
ety groups, which are also set to 
head to Poland to track the ne-
gotiations and demand ac-
countability for climate change. 

Rapid warming 
Our positions abroad need 

to reflect how we tackle domes-
tic problems," said Renato Re-
dentor Constantino, executive 
director of policy think-tank In-
stitute for Climate and Sustain-
able Cities. 

It is not enough to simply 
say that rich countries are to 
blame for climate change." he 
added. 

Central to the Paris Agree-
ment, which the country rati-
fied in March 2317, was the re-
duction of carbon emissions  

that contribute largely to the 
planet's rapid warming. 

In 2015, the Philippines com-
mitted to slash its emissions by 
70 percent by 2030 as its nation-
ally determined contribution 
(NDC). This commitment, which 
was conditional on foreign aid 
from developed nations, focused 
on reductions in particular sec-
tors, including waste, industry, 
transport, forestry and energy. 

Yet at present, the govern-
ment's plan of action for its NDCs 
remained unclear. 

Secretary Emmanuel de Guz-
man, vice chair of the Climate 
Change Commission (CCC), said 
It was still in the process of re-
visiting and reviewing the NDC 
commitment considering the 
country's projected growth. 

Earlier, President Duterte, who 
also serves as CCC chair, said that 
efforts to address climate change 
should not hinder the country's 
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path to industrialization. 
What is clear, De Guzman 

said, is that the country can no 
longer afford to be "business as 
usual. He cited the recent re-
port of the Intergovernniental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
that warned of catastrophic 
Nis without urgent actions to 
curb emissions. 

The IPCC report said even a 
half-degree difference could 
worsen floods, extreme heat 
and drought, and push millions 
more into poverty. 

Cheap but dirty 
Despite the countrys commit-

ment to climate action, its contin-
ued dependence on coal—a 
cheap yet dirty fossil, fuel—as a 
source of energy presented a clear 
challenge and contradiction. 

"The Philippines, along with 
Vietnam and Indonesia, should 
not hide behind the right to de-
velop a they pursue coal ex-
pansion" said Gerry Arances, 
executive director of the Center 
for Energy, Ecology and Devel-
opment (GEED). 

"In order for us to achieve 
the t.5-C threshold, all coal-
fired power plants should be 
phased Out," he added. 

At present, 25 coal-fired 
power plants operate across the 
country, supplying majority of 
the country's electricity. 

CEED ha recorded over zo 
more coal-fired plants in the 
pipeline, whith Arances said 
could make the country a very 
critical battleground for coal in 

the coming years. 
In order to achieve its cli-

mate ambitions, he said the 
government should focus in-
stead on transitidning to renew-
able energy sources, such as so-
lar, wind and geothermal. 

After all, the Philippines has 
the to-year-old Renewable En-
ergy Act, the first such law in 
Southeast Asia, which was sup-
posed to push for the promo-
tion and development of renew-
able energy in the country. 

All of these actions come with 
a looming deadline: the IPCC re-
port says the wiald only has 12 
years to enforce radical changes 
to meet the 1.5-C threshold. 

Ian Rivera, national coordina-
tor of the Philippine Movement 
for Climate justite, said the gov-
ernment should prioritize finaliz-
ing its NDCs to formally lay-down 
the country's climate targets. 

Mitigation projects 
At the C0P24, the Philip-

pines should enjoin other coun-
tries to put emphasis on mitiga-
tion projects, Arances said. 

Constantino said that as the 
government pressPd for ac-
countability Prom developed 
countries that were historically 
responsible for climate change, 
it should also make strategic 
plans and projects domestically. 

"We cannot afford to wait for 
the rich countries to wake up wis-
er and give us appropriate [fund-
ing]," he said. "If we are reliant on 
that kind of justice, that is an in-
justice to our people." iNiff 
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Changing the game: Building a culture of 
resilience through public-private partnerships 

By Sen. LOREN LEGARDA 

(Speech delivered at the Top Leaders Forum 2018, on Nov. 29 at SMX Convention 
Center, Pasay City) 

If there was an off-the-shelf solu-
tion to avert disasters, I am certain 
all chief exectitive officers of private 
companies would have already 
bought it. But not everything comes 
with a price tag and it is in things 
that money cannot buy where we 
draw hope and inspiration, where we 
foster unity, where cooperation and 
selflessness arise. 

While it is heartwarming to hear 
stories of survival and compassion 
in the aftermath of disasters, it is 
likewise heart-wrenching because 
lives and livelihood could have been 
saved if enough resources and effort 
had been put in risk reduction and 
prevention. 

But our forum today is a testament 
to the value of cooperation, the im- 
portance of unity. The Top Leaders 
Forum has become a venue to turn 
challenges into opportunities and 
it has been effective in scaling up 
public-private partnerships to reduce 
and manage disaster risks. 

Several supertyphoons have al-
ready hit the country since Yolanda 
in 2013, but thankfully, we have not 
seen the same tragic consequences in 
equal scope and magnitude. I would 
like to believe that strengthened 
disaster risk reduction and manage-
ment (DRAM) efforts have become 
integral not only in governance but 
also in corporate management. Citi-
zens themselves have become more 
attentive to public service advisories. 
One proof is that more people now 
heed early evacuation guidance even 
before the onset of typhoons. 

This should not, however, lull 
us into complacency. In fact, all the 
more we need to heighten efforts to 
build our capacities to reduce diSas-
ter risks. 

According to the 2017 World 
Bank report, Philippines Urbaniza- 
tion Review: Fostering Competitive, 
Sustainable and Inclusive Cities, the 
country's urban population will in- 
crease by approximately 20 million 
over the next 20 years. It estimates 
that 102 million Filipinos will be liv- 
ing in cities by the year 2050. This 
means, almost the whole Filipino 
population at present will be crowd- 
ing our already congested cities a 
generation from now. This would 
'certainly pose a great challenge to 
governance, especially in building 
healthy, liveable, resilient and sus-
tainable communities. 

Our theme for this year's forum 
is "Changing the Game: Building 
a Culture of Resilience Through 
Public-Private Partnerships," and I 
would like to mention that there is no 
gamechanger more urgent, more re- 

quiring of our leadership anctesolve 
today, than the call to limit.  global 
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsips. 

We must take seriously our coun-
try's climate leadership writing the 
vulnerable nations, we must em-
brace innovation and new technol- 
ogy, and We must enable the policies 
in order to rapidly transform our 
societal systems and practices for a 
safer and more sustainable world. 
We can draw inspiration from In-
dia, which in 2017, generated 40% 
of all its new electricity capacity 
from solar; from Germany, with its 
grid running on renewable energy 
above .53%; and from the Marshall 
Islands, which recently released 
their national Tile Til EoClimate 
Strategy, meaning "Lighting the 
Way" in Marshallese — to becarbon 
neutral by 2050.[1] 

Companies such as Apple, Mi-
crosoft, and Intel, are alreadj; at or 
close to 100% renewable energy, with 
Apple also promising to adopt a100% 
circular business model. Google's 
data center in Finland runs on 100% 
wind power. And 94 companies 
representing 12.5% of the fashion 
industry have also signed the 2020 
Circular Fashion System Commit-
ment to reduce waste. 

As we hold this forum today, let 
us ask the questions: "What can the 
Philippines innovate? How do we 
prepare for a scenario of a hundred 
million population? What would a 
green Philippine city look like? How 
can we reduce disaster risks and pro-
mote sustainability?" 

That we shall discuss all of these 
things here and create a plan, is par 
for the course. But what is more im- 
portant is that we take action that 
produce meaningful results, and 
inspire many more to do the same. 

We build a culture of resilience by 
making it a way of life. We do not 
only act when natural hazards are 
about to strike, but all our action g are 
already geared towards resilience. It 
means that we segregate our waste at 
source and reduce, reuse, recycle so 
that we minimize waste production. 
It means, growing more trees and 
mangroves because these are natural 
barriers to flooding and storm surge. 
It means constructing buildings and 
structures to be safe and habitable 
based on rnultihazard maps. 

I am certain, all of us here today 
know all of these already. And the 
challenge to us is to strengthen 
public-private partnerships, pooling 
our resources and knowledge to mo- 
bilize communities and motivate in-
dividual action. Let us lead the way. 

Thank you and good morning. 
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Leyte road project 
shutdown urged 

N.— 

By MARIE TONETTE GRACE MARTICIO 

TACLOBAN CITY - The De-
partment of Environment 
and Natural Resources 
(DENR) called on Leyte's 

4th Engineering District to stop the 
construction of the four-kilometer 
diversion road linking San Juan, Lao 
and Naungan in Ormoc City until it 
gets the necessary clearances from 
authorities, 

In a statement DENR Regional 
Director for Eastern Visayas Crizaldy 
Barcelo said the project which is to be 
implemented in four packages, has yet 
to secure an environmental contpli-
ance certificate (EGO) and a tree-cut-
ting permit (TCP), which are required 
because the road goes through an en-
vironmental critical area (EGA). 

The road will link villages only 
reached by boat an 11-kilometer trip. 

The engineering district will build 

the 2.8-km section in packages A and 
B, while the remaining distance will be 
implemented by Department of Public 
Works and Highways' (DPWH) region-
al office in packages C and D. 

There are reportedly 16 mangrove 
trees that will be affected at the proj-
ect site of package A and 196 trees will 
have to be cut in package B. 

Based on ground verification by 
Ormoc's Comnnunty Environment 
and Natural Resources Office (CEN- 

RO), 21 trees within packages A and B 
have already been cut. 

"There are a lot of relevant laws, 

need to he reviewed and complied with 
policies, roles and regulations, which 

in implementing developments espe-
cially in environmental critical areas. 
We will be very 
these laws," Barcelo said 

strict in implementing 

District Engineer Lino Gonzales 
assured the public he will conduct an 
investigation on the tree-cutting by the 

project contractor. 
"Based on the survey conducted by 

our planning and design section, the 
mangrove area is located at the end 
portion of package B. As of now, the 
project is still halfway towards the end 
portion, and only traverses the swamp 
area within nipa plants," Gonzales 
said. 

He said he is aware of the laws re-
garding the cutting of trees and will 
comply with them. 



S. KOREAN TRASH 
GOING BACK BOO 

By Joel dela Torre 
THE tons of garbage illegally transported from South 
Korea to the country will be returned to its origin 
before the year ends. 

This was the assurance of the Bureau of Customs 
whichwas welcomed by environmental groups EcoW-
asteCoalition andGreenpeacewhichputpressureon the 
agency through a peaceful protest rally. 

LastWednesday,theEWCsaidthatBoCspokesman 
Atty.ErastusSandino Austria cameoutof hisoffice and 
met theprotesting group where he assured the demon-
strators that necessary steps are being taken by Customs 
authorities to resolvethe trashimports andbringitback 
to South Korea. 

"Message heard, loud and clear," Austria told the 
EcoWasteCoalition,referring to thegroup'snon-violent 
action at the Port Area in Manila to push for the speedy 
repatriation of themisdedaredgarbage as demandedby 
the provincial government of Misamis Oriental, the 
municipal government of Togoloan, and environment 
groups. 

The BoC official according to the EWC also relayed 
a message thatthe aistoms officials through the Collet- 

lion District of Cagayan de Oro had already initiated 
talks with the gbwernment of South Korea to fast track 
the re-exportof @ewasteshipmentstotheplace of °riga' 
— Pyeongtaek City. 

"We laud ABy. Austria for accepting our invitation 
forhimtoaddress ourassembly,andforconfinning that 
effortsare underway togettheKorean garbageshipped 
back towhereitthouldbe. However, weseeka specific 
datefor the re-exportof garbagetoKorea.Theoverstay-
tog garbage fromCartada providesarompelling reason 
why a defined date should be set and adhered to," the 
environmental group said. 

The EWC said they are hoping that the re-export 
process would not be stalled by bureaucratic excuses. 
Ty the time any probe is conducted by the House of 
Representative 4 or the Senate, we hope the illegal gar-
bage shipmentthwouldalreadybeout of the Philippines 
and theplaces4here these were dumped safelycleaned 
up," EWC coo*nator Aileen Lucero said. 

Senators KokOPimentel, NanryBinay andGrace Poe 
have filed separate resolutions Sling for an inquiry on 
the matter in aid of legislabbn. Bigan Ci ty Representa-
tiveFredrickSiaohas likewisepmposeda congressional 
inquiry. 
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Customs' baggage 

THE Philippines 
has again become 
a dumping 

ground of industrialized 
countries, thanks to 
the hospitality of the 
Bureau of Customs. 

Shipments of garbage mis-
declared as "plastic synthet-
ic flakes" from South Korea 
arrived on July 21, 2018 at 
the port of Philippine Sinter 
Corp. in Villanueva, and on 
Oct. 20, 2018 at the Mind-
anao International Contain-
er Terminal in Tagoloan, 
Misamis Oriental province. 

The Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources discovered that the 
shipments, consigned to 
Verde Soko Philippines In-
dustrial Corp., arrived with 
no prior importation clear-
ance from the agency, and 
were found to contain bales 
of plastic waste with hazard-
ous materials, such as used  

dextrose tubes, diapers, bat-
teries, bulbs and electronic 
equipment. 

The garbage shipments 
violated several Philippine 
laws, including the rules 
against toxic substances and 
hazardous wastes, and eco-
logical solid management. 

The Korean Embassy in 
the Philippines confirmed 
the illegal shipments. A 
joint inspection by the Ko-
rean Customs Service and 
the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Customs Service 
of the exporter's ware-
house in Pyeongtaek City 
found plastic garbage wait-
ing to be shipped, mixed 
with large amount of waste 
wood, metal and residuals 
that have not gone through 
appropriate recycling pro-
cess. The embassy prom-
ised to take measures to 
have the wastes in question 
brought back to Korea. as 
soon as possible. 

How these shipments ar- 

rived on Philippine shores 
and passed through Cus-
toms is puzzling. But the 
finger of blame is pointing 
squarely to the bureau for 
allowing the entry of the il-
legal wastes. 

The incident is not new 
to Customs In July 2015, 
26 of the 103 garbage-filled 
container vans from Cana-
da were secretly buried in 
a private landfill in Tarlac 
City at the request of Cus-
toms, drawing condemna-
tion from local and national 
politicians, civil society 
groups and citizens. 

Customs officials liable for 
the uploading of the Korean 
garbage in Tagoloan even 
without importation clear-
ance, meanwhile, should 
be held accountable for the 
latest incident. They should 
be dismissed from office 
outright, for ignorance of 
the law and endangering the 
health of their countrymen 
and the environment. 
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global nature conservation award 
asungi Georeserve - a local conservation project thal protects 
a geological heritage comprising the Masung karst landscape and is 
bioreverretly in Bares, Real - was recently honored as a global mode 
kr conservation innovation and excellence at the inaugural Pathfinder 

Awants presented by the United Nations Development McGrew° (UNDP), the 
Nem/Ronal Union for Conservation of Nature RUC% the World COMITIISSiOn on 

' Protected Areas (YVCPAE and MGM& 
I The awarding ceremony was held cluing the opening plenary of the 14th 

Conference of Parties of the UN Convention on Biolofficre Dbiersay in Sham-
' el-Sheikh, Egypt in the presence of more than 190 ministers from UN member 

, Mates 

. Selecting the winners 
- 	A high-level international jury composed reexports on protected area Gramma 

end rebourring determined the Althorn for the 2018 Pathfinder Award from over 
200 nominations around the world. 

The esteemedjury mcluded Inger Andersen, the Director General olthe IUCN, 
Yasmine Fauad, Kokes of Egypt Malt Hutchinson, the founder of Wildfire; 
Kathy MacKinnon, the Choir of the ILICN Wodd Commission on Protected Meth 
Ctistma Pasca Palmer, the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Bielogical 
Dwersity. Cados Manuel Rodriguez, Minter of Costa frece. end Achim Steiner, 
administrator of LINDE 

With up to five winning skis, the thy those only four projects and organtzations to receive the awards. 
Mewing Georeserve is the only awardee from the Ana-Pacifre Region. 

Codes Manuel Rodriguez, Costa Rica MiniSler, presented the award to Masungi Geollrberie You cannot 

tel haw impressed I was withWang 0,eoresereffisr work [They] must continue what they are doing :he said 
The Pathfinder Award recognizes outstanding and innovative solutions for protected and conserved areas 

developed and implemented by individuals, organist:ions, or groups 

Masungi's solution 
The inaugural edition of Re Path-Endre Award celebrates solutions Mat address insufficient investment 

tor probasted and conserved areas. While protected and conserved areas provide considerable and diverse 
benefits, the globe funding gap for effectively managing these sites is huge — estimated at US$30 to USI35 
Mon per year. 

The jury lauded Masungrs innovatae techniques and approaches in conservation financing. thing 
geolounsm to fund and [thieve conserwthon objethves. 

Through this model. conservation efforts at Masungi are salt-sustained and need nor compete aith stretched oul public or grant funding 
The wry also noted the 0e-deserve's pracbcao that balance theattrarevenees of the park to visitors with low messute on the environment 
In a joire statement the UNDID, IUCNINPAand WildArk note, The nomination by Masung Moreserve Fenthation desotes an innovalwe approach In ecoteimern, based cm 

the pillare ol conservation, so:oaths(  research end sustainable development and using 'mindful enreneimnfr IhrouM Menem infrastructure that meths nature. e g, spider webs ' 
They stressed how the georeserve can be rephcated by other protected and conserved areas around the globe when it comes to creating longdeth and sustainable value 

for environmentallymensitive areas 
Since opening tail experiences to limited vistas to finance As conservation mission. Itasungi GeOresenie 

has been generating domestic and international acclaim or its spider webs, hammocks, viewing decks, bridges 
end rope courses floating above a tropical rainforest  canoe - 

The light, nth-invasive structures or local themes and materiels, many of them mimicking indigenous flora 
and fauna, were introduced so that points of mgnfficance may be accessible to Pare rangers. tethers-hell,  
volunteers, and guests without harming the existing enthanment and disrupting the hiodVerSrly of a on 
abused karat twain. From treetops, they con appreciate and participate in the geocesthe's story of rebirth 

Besides creative engrnereng, Masungrs solution So emphasizes poky enforcement to mentor' the lone 
lemrealue Of Grethen/110On area The geontherve implements policies such as Leave NoTrace, no smoking, and 
no boisterous noises There is a PhP3,000- penalty implemented on the first instance of nolation 

Innovative partnerships for conservation 
The Masungi Georeserve is a conserve/don initiative of Masungi Georeserve Foundation in pertnershe with 

the Departmental Environment and Rotund ReSourteS (DENR) 
It is home to a sprawling limestone formation dating back 60 million years, that was the subject of rampant 

environmental degradation and real e-StEleSPetUlation 
After 20 years of daunting dedicated conservation woM, ii a corning back to Irle and Is now a sanceary for 

more than 400 seems of flora and fauna, several of which are endemic to the Philippines and Luzon_ 
The project's latest Aswan is to restore and conserve in perpetutly some SOLID hectares of denuded 

mountains around the georeserve through the Masungi Seaport Project These mountains remain in von-slant 
threat of guanying, illegal logging, kamgin, treasure-hunting, and land speculation despite previous efforts to 

conserve them. 
We hope this award can inspire others to join our movement Our the is running out, and resounres for 

conservation continue to be limited_ We neffif to exhaust all possible solutions - from the government, private 
sector and oralsociety- if we are really sobered:tout saving the gun ronment, and ullircaldy, saving ourselves.' 
said Arai Aderne Dumallang, Meth end project manager of Masungi Georeserve 

This year's award is organtzed in cooperation with the LINDP-Biodiventity Penance !thieve (BOHN) and the 
PANORAMA- Solutions or a Healthy Hamel Martina. which IUCN co-leads 

Individuals and teams interested to contribute lo restoration work or visit he georesthe may contact 
trailemasungigeoreserve.com  or go to www.reasungigethreseriescom 
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Miners told to cooperate with 
gov, • t preserving environment 

By MADELAINEIL 

As the Mines and Geosciences Bu-
reau (MGR) attempts to improve the 
overall governance structure" in the min-
ing sector, mining companies were also 
told to cooperate with the government 
and ramp up efforts on preserving the 
environment and natural resources. 

In a statement, MGB Director Wil-
fredo Moncano expressed hope for the 
mining companies to continue to ramp 
up their efforts in reforestation and pres-
ervation of the environment and natural 
resources. 

He then commended mining compa-
nies for doing a great job in cooperating 
with the government and for helping 
Improving the overall governance struc-
ture in mining. 

"I would like to say that you are 
doing a great job in complying with the 
government's directives and in cooper-
ating with us, to address the.gaps in the 
regulatory system and improving the 
overall governance structure in mining," 
he said. 

MGB recently led the distribution of 
presidential awards to mining companies 
which was held as part of the 65th An-
nual National Mine Safety Environment 
Conference (ANMSEC). 

During ANMSEC, three companies, 
which excelled in surface mining opera-
tion and mineralprocessing over thepast 
12 months, received the Presidential 
Mineral Industry Environmental Award 
(PMIEA). 

The PMIEA, the highest award the  

Philippine government gives to min-
ing companies, was established under 
Executive Order No. 399 on February 
3, 1997 incompliance with the policy 
that mineral exploration activities and 
mining operations shall not only be pro-
environment but also pro-people. 

The awardees were recompended 
by state-run mine regulator MOB and 
selected by an inter-agency selection 
committee 

The companies that topped the Sur-
face Mining category this year are Rio 

Tuba Nickel Mining Corp. (RTNMC) 
and Agata Mining Ventures, Inc., while 
Coral Bay Nickel Corp. is the sole PMIEA 
awardee for the Mineral Processing 
category. 

No mining firm was awarded under 
the Quarry Operation and Mineral Ex-
ploration categories. 

RTNMC is a subsidiary of Nickel Asia 
Corp., the largest nickel producer in the 
Philippines, while Agata Mining oper-
ates under TVI Resource Development 
Philippines, Inc., a mining companycon-
trolled by former Senator Manny Valor. 

Coral Bay, on the other hand, is 
owned by Sumitomo Metal Mining Co., 
Mitsui & Co., Sojitz Corporationit is also 
partly owned by RTNMC. 

Moncano said the remittal the awards 
was presented to the Office of the Presi-
dent (OP) prior to ANMSEC). 

Neither Moncano or Environment 
Secretary Roy Cimatu would confirm 
if President Rodrigo Duterte saw the 
results before being given the OP's 
green light 

"There were guidelines for the selec-
tion of the awardees. Them has been no 
conflict For those who were nominated 
in the awards, most of them were only 
being asked to do minor corrections on 
their operations," Moncano told report-
era 

The word on the streetis that another 
miner, SR Metals, Inc. (SRI/D, was also 
supposed to receive the PMIEA award 
like it did last year. 

But since it went through a voluntary 
suspension some time this year, the 
PMIEA Selection Committee, composed 
of the cabinet secretaries, government 
officials, and mining stakeholders, de-
cided to not include the firm on the list. 

Nevertheless, SRAM received a Plati-
num award for Surface Mining category 
since it received a "certain score," as 
per Moncano, despite not being able to 
completely operate within a 12-month 
period. 

PMIEA is part of the ANMSEC, 
which was organized byPhilippine Mine 
Safety and Environment Association 
(PMSEA). 

During the awarding ceremony, 
Cimatu reiterated his intention to work 
with miners for the advancement of the 
highly scrutinized industry. 

When asked about the timing of the 
release of his decision on the motion for 
reconsideration (MFts) filed by several 
miners that are at the risk of being sus-
pended and closed, which came more 
than a week before ANMSEC, Cimatu 
said there was just really a timetable 
being followed for both events. 



Edgar& Juanich has called 
on the faithful to sustain and 
strengthen their advocacy 
for, environmental care and 
protection. "Let us renew our 
love for the environment. Let us 
live simple lives and be content 
with simple food. Let us sustain 
and strengthen our advocacy 
for environmental care and 
protection because that is 
where we get our strength as 
we commune with the Lord in 
prayer, our inspiration as we 
get up every morning," Juanich 
said over Church-run Radio• 
Veritas. Juanich said that he 

i-will continue with his programs 
iighe vicariate such the Adopt 

untain campaign. He will 
push for communities to 
their own vegetables and 

'Aril their back yards as 
ae are slowly being replaced 

A the markets with imported 
produce," he said. (Christina I. 
Hermoso) 
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